


t all started a long time ago, on a day in July 1978 to be precise. I had not yet 

reached my tenth birthday when I came across a model of a new yacht at Riva 

Monaco where I was with my father. It was Vespucci, Carlo Riva’s yacht. 

The white, the wood, the modern lines, the fittings, everything was perfect.

Carlo Riva spent a few years on board with his family and Vespucci crossed the 

oceans. My meeting in 1978 had in the meantime fled to the bottom of my memory when 

my wife and I went to visit a boat that was offered to us. The surprise was total when we 

came face-to-face with Vespucci. What an emotion to be in front of this mythical and 

authentic yacht! We immediately felt her good vibes. 

After 18 months of exciting work, we are pleased to present Vespucci, completely restored. 

Every day was spent preserving the details of the time. The passion for the art of our 

couple was fulfilled and we put body and soul into her. Since then, great unforgettable 

moments as lovers, family and friends have been anchored in Vespucci. 

The crew shares this everyday passion with kindness while preserving its character, history 

and the traditions of pure sailing. The time spent on Vespucci is also an opportunity to 

meet whales, pilot whales and dolphins, a real return to nature. 

Vespucci is moored, ready to sail. She will sail for your freedom and your dreams in the 

heart of the great blue: our beautiful Mediterranean Sea.
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H I S T O R Y

arlo Riva, the mythical name of pleasure boating known mainly for its mahogany boats, explored the idea of building larger 

yachts in the late 1950s. It was during a meeting with one of his customers who sold him all the quality of the Dutch 

shipyards that Carlo Riva started a first association with De Vries shipyards. The “Caravelles” were born. The success 

is there. The growing demand for large units prompted Carlo Riva to find a construction site closer by. The choice was 

made on the C. R. N. site. Their collaboration with  began in 1970 and Vespucci construction began in 1977. Of course, 

the external and internal plans of all large yachts are the work of Carlo Riva. This one scrupulously followed all the steps of the 

construction. 

For the anecdote: every time a large unit left the shipyards, the 

whole family had to get on board. The boat was tested at sea and 

the defects noted by all. Back at the site, a scrupulous debriefing was 

exchanged. Carlo Riva will use Vespucci for himself and his family for many 

years to come. After that, Vespucci passed into the hands of two other 

shipowners before being acquired by the current owners in March 2016.

Always maintained but never having had a real refit, Vespucci was in 

continuous work from December 2016 to February 2018. Although we 

have kept all the traditional joinery, from the Fly to the water and diesel 

tanks, we can say that all the Vespucci parts have been reviewed and 

carefully refurbished. The only deviation from history, new bathrooms 

have been created, but of course in the spirit of the Master cabin, which 

has been maintained and restored. The new owners have always kept in 

mind the respect of the Spirit Riva and the quality of the materials used. 

The choice of fabric colours, cabin coverings and the maintenance of 

original lamps are just a few examples.  All portholes and hull will were 

reviewed and restored during the winter of 2018.
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Vespucci, a mythical name, forever engraved in our family’s memory. 

I remember the tables with the fish we had just caught and I think 

of the happiness, laughter and carefree youth, but above all I see my 

father, proud captain of the boat and his crew, his family.Together we 

set the course and then he decided. Everybody’s happy?. And we were 

going on new adventures. I wish you the same emotions and happiness 

Long live Vespucci.

                                                                                                Lia Riva
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info@vespucciyacht.com


